26 January 2008

Dear Members of the Parish Pastoral Council,

Thank you very much for your willingness to collaborate with me in developing and implementing a strategic vision for our parish community. I genuinely do look forward to your involvement in shepherding our parish toward being an ever better example of the Church established and ultimately guided by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I would ask that you focus your initial efforts at forming such a strategic vision on answering the question, “What kind of parish is the Lord calling us to be in the year 2013?” The question obviously has two principal parts. First, the emphasis is on the Lord’s will for our community. Attention is given to what the Lord wants, not simply our own thoughts, desires, agendas, etc. The teaching and tradition of the Roman Catholic Church, the Sacred Scriptures, and the ongoing light of the Holy Spirit will be our sure guides as we seek to develop this vision for our parish. The second part of the question, referring to the year 2013 (only 5 years from now), is a reminder that our faith-inspired vision, to be meaningful, must always be expressed in concrete action.

As you strive to form and realize this strategic vision, I would ask you to keep the following points in mind:

1.) The vision must attend to the specific needs, interests, opportunities, and challenges inherent in the contemporary Bernardsville-area community; our vision and action plan must take into account the practical circumstances of our parish and our mission to be a blessing to the wider Bernardsville-area community and beyond, 

2.)  The principal mission of our parish community, and of any parish community, is to praise God well; the Roman Catholic tradition specifically emphasizes the Sunday Eucharist as the primary moment when this is accomplished,

3.) The vision and action plan should emphasize reaching out to all our parishioners, helping them to grow in and live out their faith, assisting them in the concrete circumstances of their lives, and offering practical means for them to experience the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ; and, 

4.) The vision and action plan should also help to build up a sense of unity, participation, and pride in our parish and universal Church; we should hopefully emphasize how the faith of the Church and participation in that faith serve as conduits of God’s grace and practical means of bettering our lives, families, community, and world.

Again, I thank you for your willingness to participate in this exciting journey. May Almighty God bring to fulfillment the good work you have begun.

God bless,

(Rev.) John N. Fell

Pastor 

