PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
TEXTS TO PRAY OVER
What is a Parish supposed to be?

"A parish is a definite community of the Christian faithful...It is the place where all the faithful can be gathered together for Sunday celebration of the Eucharist...The parish initiates the Christian people into liturgical life, it gathers them together in celebration, it teaches Christ's saving doctrine, it practices the charity of the Lord in good works and brotherly love."  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, par. 2179)

Reflection Questions:


1.)  What excites you about this description?


2.)  What concerns you about this description?


3.)  Have you ever, and to what extent have you, actually 


experienced the above?






+++

How does it help?
"You cannot pray at home as at church, where there is a great multitude, where exclamations are cried out to God as from one great heart, and where there is more: the union of minds, the accord of souls, the bond of charity..."  (St. John Chrysostom)
Reflection Questions:


1.)  Is it still okay to be a “rugged individual”?


2.)  What is good about being a member of a parish 



community?  How does being a member of a parish 


community actually help the individual?
Why have a Pastoral Council?

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.  To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another the expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to another interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually to each person as he wishes.”  (1 Corinthians 12: 4-11)
Reflection Questions:


1.)  So, how can a Pastoral Council actually help realize the  


benefits of community membership?


2.)  What “gifts of the Spirit”  does our parish community 


most need?
3.)  What “gifts of the Spirit”  do you bring to your work on 
the Pastoral Council?  
