Parish Pastoral Council
                 Background Committee

Report of the Background Committee 

Members: Gretchen Helpinstill, Anthony Volpe, Germaine McGrath and Gale Fitzgerald, Chair 

The Committee prepared an Executive Report which was presented to the Council.  The objective is to provide background information that is helpful to the Council as a whole in fulfilling its duties and responsibilities. In addition, it is intended to provide basic facts and data concerning our parish to serve as a basis for ascertaining how to go about a needs assessment and how to best communicate with our constituency.  The report provides perspectives on national, local, diocesan and parish levels.  

The report was distributed prior to the Committee meeting to allow all members an opportunity to read and contemplate its content.
At the Parish Council meeting a full discussion ensued. There were requests for source information, the demographics of the CCD program and a correction to the number of Hispanic families registered in the parish.  All of these changes have been made in a revised Report which is attached and was sent to all members. 
The data prompted discussion on aspects of the parish make-up as well as interests and needs of the parish.  The demographics provided a good understanding of the parish’s current composition and the list of ministries showed a surprisingly number of activities within the parish as well as other ministries active in neighboring parishes. 

Attachment #1 contains comments made during the presentation of the report. Attachement #2 is the updated Executive Report. 
Respectfully submitted:

Gale S. Fitzgerald
Gale Fitzgerald

April 8, 2008
Attachment #1 ~ Comments on data

Part I ~ National Level Take-Aways: 
The United States is a very Christian society; however, there are many Christians and Catholics who do not actively practice their faith or belong to a faith community. 

The number of Religious is declining; therefore, lay people must step up to more active participation in their faith community, which will require more outreach, more sharing of ecclesial responsibilities, and more education and understanding. 

The Catholic population has remained stable due to the influx of immigrants. 
Part II ~ Bernardsville Take-Aways:

Bernardsville is a relatively small and well-off community with approximately 20% of its population in grades K-12. The school population continues to grow. We are known to have very good public schools in our area, which is one of the attractions of Bernardsville. 
There are three other Catholic parishes within six miles of OLPH. There are many other Christian communities in our area. There are also Jewish and Moslem communities. 
90% of the population is white, non-Hispanic and 6% is Hispanic.
Part III ~ Diocesan Take-Aways:
A study of thirteen Catholic parishes in the area revealed a myriad of active ministries. There are probably opportunities to work together in these ministries to leverage talent and resources and amplify and enhance the impact on our communities, particularly in the areas of social ministries and adult faith formation. 

The top ministries: adult ministries and social ministries followed by liturgical, youth and children.

Part IV ~ Parish Take-Aways:

Financials
Revenues are slightly down and the costs are slightly up. Taken all together the parish runs at a deficit of around $141,000. 

Of our 1,549 registered families only 41% (632) regularly attend Mass and contribute.

Of the 796 families that contribute at least once per year, only 218 (14%) contribute more than an average of $20 per week or $1,000 per year.  

Demographics are compelling: 
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REFER to Appendix A
OLPH’s youth population (ages 0-14), representing 27% of our registered souls, is the largest single group and growing. Their parents are a large constituency representing approximately 1,155 individuals or 26% of our population. 

Additionally the 35-55 year old group represents 35% of our community. 
Today our parish community comprises many generations, excluding children, the single largest group comprises Generation X’ers – those who grew up with video games and MTV and purportedly reject rules and mistrust institutions.

In summary, we have members of the Greatest Generation (75+), the Silent Generation (65-75), Baby Boomers (45-64), Generation X (35-44), the Millennials (14-34) and those under 10! 
The major take-away is that the sum total of experiences, ideas and values shared by people of different generations makes for a melting pot of work approaches and priorities. We also have a significant Latino population. It is helpful to understand where each is "coming from." 

Religious Education
REFER to Appendix D
Religious Education educates nearly 500 students in grades 1-8.  We only have them for a little over an hour a week over the course of half a year. 
REFER to Appendix B
Saint Elizabeth’s educates 169 in grades K-8, with approximately 80 from our parish geography. 
Parish

Priests and Deacons

We did a comparison of parish priests and deacons as well as Masses with Saint James and Saints Elizabeth and Brigid. All of our Masses fall in the same timeframes. We are fortunate to have an Associate Pastor as well as three deacons. We also have three (3) Sisters of Christian Charity in residence.  
Sacraments

We listed the sacrament activity at OLPH during 2007.  Of 338 sacraments conferred, the predominance is in Baptisms (91), First Holy Communions (98) and Confirmations (87) reaffirming the significance of youth in our parish. 
Ministries
REFER to Appendix C

We listed the current ministries at OLPH and attempted to identify the leader of each.  In some cases we obtained participation. Some ministries have budgets. 

We then attempted a comparison of ministries between our two neighboring parishes in order to see where there was overlap, coordination, other ideas, etc. 

We believe there may be an opportunity to share talents and resources and perhaps meet with greater success and make a bigger impact. 

We were quite astounded by the size of Saint James’ religious education program.  
OLPH Demographics by Age Group
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