2008 OLPH PPC FORUMS

In order to share the overall strategy and work that the PPC has been engaged in during the 2008 calendar year, it hosted two open meeting forums (November 16, 2008 and November 23, 2008) in St. Elizabeth’s School.  Each meeting was opened by John Deichtman and Fr. John Fell with an introduction followed by a short prayer / scripture meditation.

Following the meditation, John Deitchman gave a strategic overview of the PPC, introduced the PPC members who were present at each forum and shared the general strategy and goals of the PPC with the audience.  Following John, each of the 4 committee groups (Community Building, Evangelization and Teaching Worship and Prayer and Loving Service), gave a presentation specific the needs of the parish developed by each group along with a multi year plan to address each need.  It was stressed that the PPC needs additional parishioner support in order to achieve success for OLPH and make it the parish it is called to be.
Following are some of the comments from the meeting Participants:
November 16, 2008 Meeting

We need programs specific to enhancing marriage / life of married couples.

What do we do when new parishioners register?  How do we keep a line of communication open?

Where does school tie into the parish?

There was a welcoming committee at OLPH one time.  Maybe that should be revitalized.  It existed about 20 years ago.
Years back, people visited folks with a new baby to discuss baptism.  That is a great time to get a hold of people and keep them involved in the community.
OLPH used to have an Elizabeth Ministry – targeting women who have had a baby / lost a baby etc.  However, it did not hold up due to lack of volunteerism.

Make sure everyone is aware of the information on the parish website so parishioners can make better use of that.  Keep people educated about the activities and ministries that exist.

We need ushers at EVERY mass.  Men AND women as greeters, seaters, taking collections.

Christina Family movement existed years ago.  Maybe that could be revitalized.
Years ago there was an Ashes to Easter – Lenten program.  Small groups met at various houses during the 6 weeks of Lent. 8 couples of at lest 5 or more groups.

It is harder to volunteer with more people working etc.  Coordinate activates while parents are here anyway – CCD time etc.  After school, after drop off in the morning.  The Children’s masses bring out a lot of families. Grab them to do activities when the people are already here.
Who heads up Pre-Cana?  There are 3 programs offered around and Fr. John is the touch point.  There are 3 options.  Engaged encounter (weekend retreat), Mentor couples offer a series of 7 sessions, or Diocesan “pre-cana”  old one day event or diocesan led in Piscataway.

Each student in the Bernardsville system is required to do community service.  (e.g. TEFRA group)  More partnership with Bernardsville schools.  OZANAM involvement e.g. would help OLPH too.
Good time to capture the young people is when they are being trained for Confirmation.

Best way to lift ones self if through volunteering.

Find good service projects like Agape house in Somerville. 

Assign families to projects – greeters at door, volunteer.  

The primary schools (Delbarton’s etc have major service projects)

Service is a spiritual way to congregate.

Reach out to Other Faith groups (not just Catholic)

A large part of the volunteers for Julie are the youth and parents (for driving, etc.) primarily 40 volunteers.

The retired community has so much talent.  You might find people who actually did something for a living that fills a need that the parish has.

Hispanic Community – more collective activities (pot luck suppers)   Break some ice.  

Make the pot luck suppers multi ethnic

The more we can target the need, the better we can find the skill.  

Personal Invitations are the key.  

November 23, 2008 Meeting
Stewardship – isn’t just money.  Time talent and treasure, but our focus is time and talent.  Emphasize that.
Largest group is married couples.  While we address family etc., we need to specifically address married couples.  Be specific to married couples (like living in love).

Development of sacrament of marriage, in terms of the church’s view of marriage, how does the couple see themselves?  Need parish council to support the Living in Love program more fully.

Why doesn’t the high CCD attendance translate to higher attendance at mass.
The demographics are surprising and impressive.

Pastoral council has done a great job.  But the emphasis is not as great on religion as it once was with an immigrant church.  More people are working and have less time.  

