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A letter from our Pastor, Fr. John Fell to the parents of Religious Education students.
     August 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians,
As you may know, the Roman Catholic Church considers that parents are the primary religious educators of their children.  We are very pleased and proud that you are asking our parish community, through the formal Religious Education Program, to assist you in this most important responsibility.

Our parish stands ready to assist you in providing a doctrinally sound, educationally thorough introduction to the Roman Catholic faith for your child.  In order for us to offer the best possible assistance, we must operate under the assumptions discussed on the following pages; we find that these assumptions characterize the situation in which our young people have the best opportunity to learn and growth in their faith as practicing Catholic Christians.  Our goal is to assist you in raising children that know and experience the love and witness of Jesus Christ, that are formed in the teaching and tradition of the Roman Catholic Church, and who are then able to live out their faith at levels appropriate to their age and understanding.

Participation in our religious education classes only bears real fruit in the environment of a family that seeks to live out their Catholic Christian faith.  Without that supportive enforcement, these classes become simply a burden or a strange abstraction disconnected from real life.  Religious formation is certainly not an area where the maxim can be (a little bit is better than nothing.(  No good comes from training children to practice their faith poorly or from setting an example that their relationship with the Lord is something that is easily set aside when anything more interesting or alluring comes along.

We so look forward to supporting and supplementing your sincere efforts to pass on the awesome riches of our faith to your children.

God bless,

(Rev.) John N. Fell

Pastor

Key Assumptions of Our Religious Education Program
1.)
THAT PARENTS HAVE A SINCERE DESIRE TO FORM THEIR CHILDREN TO BE PRACTICING CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS.
We assume that you would like your children to be formed as practicing Catholic Christians - this means that at least they will be knowledgeable about their faith, will pray daily and attend mass weekly, will receive the other sacraments as appropriate, will understand that they are loved by God and will endeavor to share that love with others, and will become active members of their parish community.  If Catholic parents are not themselves fulfilling these faith commitments, a child(s beginning our formal religious education program may be an invitation and opportunity for the parents to redouble their own efforts - know that we are most ready to help you in any way that we can.  A renewed sincere striving to live out your faith commitment can serve as a wonderful example for your child of the importance, beauty, and effort involved in a life of faith.

2.)
REGULAR (WEEKLY) PARTICIPATION AT SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY MASS.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that (the Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice.  For this reason the faithful are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their own pastor.  Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin.(  (2181) The Catechism goes on to explain that (participation in the communal celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of belonging and of being faithful to Christ and to his Church.  The faithful give witness by this to their communion in faith and charity.  Together they testify to God(s holiness and their hope of salvation.  They strengthen one another under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.( (2182)

3.)
COME TO THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION AS A FAMILY AT LEAST ONCE EACH YEAR.
Christian witness and religious practice are not simply cute rituals of childhood but rather serious responsibilities and opportunities for all Christians.  We all fail in living up to our responsibilities as followers of the Lord to varying degrees, and thus we all are in need of God(s forgiveness.  Bringing young people to this sacrament stresses the importance of saying we(re sorry and being raised up by God(s redeeming love.  Letting our young people see that we too are in need of the Lord(s forgiveness powerfully testifies to the necessity and centrality of this sacrament in the life of every Christian.

4.)
REGULAR PRAYER AND RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE AT HOME.
While there is a very important component of knowledge required to inform and sustain the life of a Catholic Christian, it is the entirety of this Catholic Christian life that we are offering to assist you with providing for your child.  To that end, it is essential that you pray with your child at home (for example, before meals, before bedtime, etc.)  and celebrate your faith (for example, discuss and celebrate the religious dimension of holidays, talk about what Jesus would do in various situations, let your children know of your own faith journey and dilemmas).  The essential point is to make the Catholic Christian faith a constant, real dimension of your child(s entire 

life - a dimension that must be engaged and considered in church and in the classroom, as well as in the home, on the ball field, etc..  An especially important witness is for your child to see you participating in some religious or charitable outreach.

5.)
PARENTAL SUPPORT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS EFFORTS TO INCLUDE:
-insuring that students attend all religious education classes,

-discussing material learned,

-supervising and discussing homework,

-making it apparent that your child(s growth in knowledge of his or her faith is important to you, and

-making it obvious to your child that you are proud of their accomplishments in the areas of religious learning and observance.
Like anything else that is worthwhile, learning the details of our Roman Catholic faith takes a bit of effort, study, memorization, and practice.  It is essential for your own child(s education, as well as for the rest of his or her class, that each child attends class on a regular basis, studies and learns the material, and completes homework assignments with diligence.  We must expect that parents will encourage and supervise their child(s learning with at least the same level of interest and emphasis as they would any other major subject in school.  Children must see that learning about their faith is important to their parents, or it will not be important to them.

Thank you!

We are truly grateful for the opportunity to assist your sincere efforts to form your children to be practicing Catholic Christians!
Parish Catechetical Leader
Mrs. Donna Cofalka
908-766-5638 ext. 20 – office
olphdonna@aol.com
Administrative Assistant:

           Kitty Ferrante

908-766-5638 ext. 19

olphreligioused@aol.com
Mailing Address:

OLPH Religious Education

30 Seney Drive

Bernardsville, NJ  07924

Office Hours September-May
Monday:    9:00-8:00pm

Tuesday:    9:00-6:00pm

Wed.-Thurs:  9:00-4:30pm

Friday:        9:-12pm
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Class Cancellation:
If ever classes need to be cancelled for emergency or inclement weather ,the rule to follow is:

If there is no school for the Somerset Hills District, there is no class for Religious Education.
If there is a delayed opening, there will be class, unless weather conditions warrant otherwise.

If in doubt call the office at 908-766-5638
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

FAMILY HANDBOOK

OLPH Parish Vision Statement

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish

 is a diverse Catholic community reaching out 

to share and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

OLPH Parish Mission Statement

We are ordinary people connecting everyday faith

 and life experiences on a regular basis.
OLPH Religious Education Program Mission Statement

The parish Religious Education Program strives to make visible the gospel of Jesus Christ by offering to the children of our parish formational activities designed to provide formal instruction in the Catholic faith, service opportunities, spiritual enrichment activities and social encounters.

Goals of the Program

· To provide a solid instruction in Catholic doctrine and morality

· To initiate children into the life of the church y instruction and experience in its sacramental activity

· To help them develop habits of prayer

· To challenge young people to a life of love for and service to their neighbor

Formation Programs

Liturgy

Since the Eucharistic liturgy (Mass) is the central focus of the Catholic faith, active, conscious participation in weekly Mass is essential for all students (especially from second grade on).

Beginning September 2004, a Children’s Liturgy will be offered twice a month. (First and third Sunday of the Month).   Please check the bulletin in case of change).  

Families are encouraged to attend this Mass.

Basic Curriculum


Students are to bring text books to each class.


Grade 1-7   Loyola Press, Christ Our Life, 2009


Grade 2       RCL, Sacramental Program


Grade 8       Loyola Press, Confirmed in the Spirit, 2007

Family Life Program

This program of Christian education in human sexuality,  Benzinger Publication,  Benzinger Family Life, 1995, has been mandated by the Diocese of Metuchen.  Family handbooks for this program may be ordered through the Office of Religious Education.

Children’s Catechumenate

This is a program designed for those students who are beginning religious instruction out of cycle.  It supplies the initial instruction needed for sacramental initiation.  Classes for Spanish speaking children, will be arranged as need arises.
Special Needs

Individual instruction is provided for children with special needs.

Parenting Video Series

A set of four (4) video tapes/booklets are available for use by parents on Monday and Tuesday at 4:30pm.  Call REO 908-766-5638 to make arrangements to view.
Penance Renewal
In order to help the students gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the sacrament of Reconciliation in their personal, spiritual lives, special lessons are given prior to an opportunity to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation once each year.

Catechist Formation

The Religious Education Program offers on-going training for its volunteer catechists.  Theological up-dating, methods courses and spirituality opportunities are provided.  Catechists are encouraged to attend diocesan and local professional development courses/workshops.

Global Awareness

Holy Childhood Association:  The children’s branch of the Propagation of the Faith Mission Organization enabling “kids to help kids” worldwide.
--Weekly collection of money saved by personal sacrifices.

--Special “mite” boxes for Advent and Lent

--Special collections in time of emergencies

Service Projects

A Confirmation preparation requirement of parish/community service.

All students are encouraged to become involved in service to the parish and local community.

Parish Programs

As the need arises children are asked to participate in other social and spiritual programs offered by the Parish.

· Christmas Liturgy

· Thanksgiving Baskets

· Lenten Soup Supper/Stations of the Cross

· Holy Week Services

· Parish Retreat/Mission

Program Policies

Student Involvement
· An eagerness to learn and contribute to class discussions
respectful, cooperative behavior.  If disruptive behavior occurs repeatedly, parents will be contacted.

· Students are to dress appropriately and not bring food or drink in class.

· Completion of home assignments.  Reinforcement during the week is necessary for each student in order to derive the most from the lesson,  Failure to complete home assignments is reflected on the bi-annual report cards.

· Punctual and consistent attendance at class, Grades 1-8.  Excessive absenteeism will be discussed with parents, (Four (4) or more absences).

· Respect for parish/school property, catechists, aides and fellow students.

· Students are to attend regularly beginning in Grade 1.

Note:  Two years of regular class attendance and weekly participation at Mass is mandatory for sacramental preparation.  However, this does not mean that children are excused from attending class during the time after First Eucharist until preparation for Confirmation.
Adult Involvement

· Parents can actively participate in parent meetings and gathers.
--Catechist

--Classroom Aide

--Substitute Catechist

--Room Parent

--Hall Monitor

--Office Help

--Parking Lot Assistant

--Special Needs volunteer

Encouragement of your children to take seriously the class work and assignments.

· Example of lived faith within the family context

· Participation in weekly Eucharist.

· Helping child complete make-up work due to excessive absences

· Arranging for punctual arrival and pick-up of students

Prayer Sponsors

Each class is assigned a Prayer Sponsor, a parishioner of OLPH who supports the work of the catechist and students through prayer and personal sacrifice.

Communication

· Parents are asked to read the OLPH Family Handbook for Religious Education and to abide by all policies.  A form (Post Card enclosed) attesting to this should be returned to the REO by October 1st.  

· Necessary information will be sent home to parents via flyer/letter and also published in the weekly church bulletin.

· Parents are provided with Report Cards on their child’s progress twice a year.

· Parents are asked to inform the office when a child will be absent.

· Parents are asked to complete an emergency phone number on the Registration Form.

· A yearly calendar listing important dates for the Religious Education Program will e mailed to each family in august.  Calendar changes will be announced through notices and church bulletin.

Arrival/Dismissal

Children should arrive at least five (5) minutes before the start of class.  All students must use the cafeteria entrance to enter the school.  Students wait in the hallway outside of their classroom until the catechist arrives.

Parents are expected to pick-up their children immediately after the session.

Arrival/Drop off:  Enter the church parking lot via Claremont Road.  Drop your children at the entrance to the cafeteria.  Children enter the school through the cafeteria and proceed to their classroom.
Dismissal/Pick-up:  Parents enter the church parking lot via Claremont Road.  Please use both driveways in front and behind the Rectory.  Form three lines and alternate into a single line along the driveway in front of the Memorial building.

ABSOLUTELY NO ONE  CAN PICK UP OR DROP OFF A CHILD ON SENEY DRIVE, YOU MUST USE THE CAR LINE THROUGH THE PARKING LOT.
Please display your family name card and wait for your child to be called to your car.

If for some reason you are late in picking up your child and you do not see your child outside, please come into the office.

We will not send a student home with a driver who is visibly impaired.  We reserve the right to call the emergency number for a ride for the child.
Early Dismissal

For Any Reason that you need to pick up your child before class ends you must come to the office to sign out your child.  
Fee
The tuition, as determined by the Parish Finance Committee, is found on the yearly registration renewal form.  An additional fee is charged for children in a sacramental program.  No child will be denied religious education due to finances.  Please call Sr. Martha or Fr. John for information concerning this matter.

Transfer Policy
Parents should inform the REO before transferring their children to another program (because of moving or for any other reason).  A copy of the student’s Permanent Record Card will be sent to the new parish program.  The original record card will be kept in the office files.

Safety Matters

· School doors will be locked 15 minutes after opening of Religious Education classes.

· Parents should inform the Director of any physical or emotional problems or learning disability a child may have.  This may be indicated on the Registration Form.  The director will pass this information to the child’s catechist.  All such information will be held in confidence.
· Students are expected to conduct themselves in an orderly manner upon entering and leaving the building and while in the classroom.
· Visitors during the religious education sessions must report immediately to the Director’s office.  No one may enter a classroom without the express permission of the Director.  Anyone who wished to visit a class during the session should make prior arrangements.

· Directions for fire drills are posted in the classroom and will be reviewed each year with the students.

· In case of medical emergency, parents will be immediately contacted.

Special Policies

Child Abuse Policy

If a catechist or DRE suspects a child has been abused, NJ State Statutes require that Division of Youth and Family Services be notified immediately.

Corporal punishment is not permitted in any form.

Drugs/Weapons

Drugs, drug paraphernalia or weapons of any sort are not permitted on premises.  If a student is found to be in possession, the student will be detained until the police are notified.

Emergency Situations

Our Emergency Preparedness Plan is to evacuate to the gym and lock down there.  Families may pick up students from the gym lobby doors, the only doors that will allow you access into the building during such an emergency.

If you have any questions regarding this or any part of our emergency plan, please do not hesitate to cal 

 908-766-5638 (CCD)    908-766-0244 (St. E’s).

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Reconciliation:  The first semester of Grade 2 focuses on the immediate preparation for celebrating this sacrament.  Parents are invited to the Prayer Service.  Dates are on the inside cover of this Handbook.

Reinforcement and development of the child’s understanding and appreciation of this sacrament are provided in each subsequent grade.  Special lessons are given prior to an opportunity to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation once each year.  It is expected that parents are fostering an appreciation for confession by not only their own example,  but also by bringing their child to Saturday confession at least twice a year, especially in Lent and Advent.

Eucharist:  The second semester of Grade 2 is devoted to a study of the sacrament of Jesus’ Body and Blood and to the celebration of the Mass.  First Eucharist is celebrated after Easter.

First Penance and First Eucharist

· Sessions concerning the Sacrament of Penance and Eucharist are held for the parents of those children preparing for the sacraments.  If a parent cannot attend the scheduled session they must attend a make-up session.
· A Mini-Retreat is conducted for the children of the First Eucharist classes. 

Parental involvement is encouraged and really needed to enable the program


Of activities to run smoothly.

Confirmation:  A two year preparation is required beginning in Grade 7.  Immediate preparation for this sacrament is provided in the Grade 8 curriculum.  The preparation program combines classroom instruction with service opportunities and spiritual experiences.  Celebration of the sacrament usually takes place in the Fall of the freshman year of high school.
•
Sessions for Confirmation preparation involve both candidates and parents.

•
Participation is all sessions are expected of the candidate.  Make up sessions for absences must be made up within two weeks of the session.

•
Mass participation each week is expected.  Students are required to drop a card into the collection each Sunday.  The card is to include the following information:  Student’s name, date and the answer to the question, - What have I done for God this past week.  If you go to a different church, we still ask that you fill out the card and bring to the Religious Education Office or your CCD teacher.
•
The Confirmation Sponsor is encouraged to help the candidate in preparation for reception of the Sacrament.  Sponsor must be a practicing confirmed catholic in good standing, age 14 or older.

•
A Retreat is an essential component of the preparation program.  This is usually scheduled the third week of May and the third week of June in the year of the reception of the sacrament.

•
Candidates are expected to receive a passing grade of a least 75 on the final exam.

•
Practice for Confirmation will be scheduled a few days before the ceremony. Candidates are expected to attend.

•
Service hours are an essential element of the Confirmation Program

NOTE:

Children must have attended two years of religious instruction and participated in weekly Mass prior to receiving the sacraments.  A maximum of four absences will be allowed in Grade 2.  Make-up work/sessions will be provided in cases of excessive absenteeism.  Parents are called to be models of living faith for their children.  Programs for parents are a vital component of the sacramental preparation of children for the reception of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.  Participation in sacramental preparation sessions is mandatory. 
STATEMENT OF COOPERATION
All parents/guardians are asked to sign a Statement of Cooperation after reading through the contents of this Handbook.  This will signify that you agree with the policies as stated in this handbook and that you agree with the policies as stated in this handbook and that you promise your active cooperation with the process of faith formation as offered by the OLPH Parish Religious Education Program.

Please return the enclosed Postcard to the Religious Education Office ASAP.

                                
  ABOUT OUR PARISH

The Catholic Community of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Bernardsville, NJ  07924

www.olphbernardsville.org
Pastor:


Rev.  John N. Fell

Pastor Emeritus:
Msgr. John R. Torney, P.A.

Associate Pastor:
Rev. Antonio Alvarez
Weekend Assistant:
Rev. Benet Caffrey, O.S.B.

Deacons:

John Deitchman



Joel Livingston




Benigno Ruiz-Diaz

Rectory:

111 Claremont Road 




Phone:  908-766-0079/Fax 908-766-1185

Secretary:

Alana Davis – Office Hours 8:30-4:30

School:


School of St. Elizabeth




30 Seney Drive




Phone:  908-766-0244




www.schoolofsaintelizabeth.org

Principal:

Bill Venezia

Secretary:

Ros Garcia – Office Hours 8-3

Info:


Mary Hughes – 908-766-0244 X 12




Hughesm1@steschool.org
Convent:

Sisters of Christian Charity 908-766-0266

Mass Schedule

Weekend:

Saturday:  5:30, 7:30 (Spanish)




Sunday:  7:30am, 9:00am 10:45am, 12:15




Sunday:  9:30 at Sacred Hart Chapel,

Weekday:

8:00am daily (consult bulletin for Holydays)

Morning Prayer:
7:40am Monday through Saturday

Children’s Mass:
First and Third Sunday of the month
